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The personal chapter clearly bothers you. A man (a meta-
physician by nature, who was at Oxford with me and knows me
very well)1 read it, and told me that it stood out as the finest chapter
in the book. I tend more to your opinion: it's not meant for the
ordinary intelligences, and must mislead them: but to set it out in
plain English would be very painful. However six months away
from it, and then a fresh approach may work a change in my
feeling towards it: may even give me energy to re-write it. At
present nothing sounds less probable. I don't even feel capable
(though I'd love to) of writing a fresh book on this place. I've
made some rather poor notes, which show me how hard it would
be to bring off a picture of the R.A.F. Depot.

I wonder how the reduction seems to you now. If you get it
to 150,000 and satisfy yourself, and then I take out 20,000 or so,
that should do the trick. What an odd book it will be! It's over-
good of you to attempt such a business. I decided yesterday in
church (church-parade!) that I ought to publish nothing. Today
I feel inclined to publish. Am I neurasthenic or just feeble-willed?

I'm afraid I can't come away, even for a day.                     E.L,

(Glad you like Auda, I did!)

I7O:   TO COLONEL S, F. NEWCOMBE
15. X. 22.
Dear S.F.N., I've behaved scummishly, I'm afraid: and in
reparation had better tell you plainly that I've enlisted (under
another name, of course) and so can no longer control my own
times or movements* Otherwise I'd have liked very much to
have come down to Devonport for a while.
It's a plan in my mind since 1919, but first my book on Arabia,
& then Winston delayed me, till I was almost too old. However
my health is bucking up, and I hope to come through the training
period intact. The reasons why, & the purpose of it, may keep
till it's all over. As you may imagine the contrast is keen enough
to give me a very lively pleasure.
The world doesn't know of me now: & God forbid that the
i V. W. Richards.